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Posted on Wed, Feb. 19, 2003

Honda says lawmaker should quit House panel

By Cecilia Kang
Mercury News

Rep. Mike Honda of San Jose and Bay Area Japanese-American advocates called on Rep. Howard Coble of 
North Carolina on Tuesday to step down as chairman of a subcommittee on homeland security, continuing to 
assail him for saying this month that he agreed with the internment of Japanese-Americans during World War 
II.

One day before the Day of Remembrance, which commemorates the internment of Japanese, Germans and 
Italians between 1942 and 1946, Honda said that Coble's failure to apologize and the lack of response by 
Republican leaders have been ``extremely frustrating.''

Honda, a Democrat, called for GOP leaders to respond to Coble, a Republican, in the same manner the party 
reacted to comments made by former Senate Republican leader Trent Lott in support of Sen. Strom 
Thurmond's 1948 bid for the presidency as a segregationist.

``It's interesting that when Trent Lott made those comments, it created such an uproar among our 
leadership,'' Honda said in a press conference at the Japanese American Museum of San Jose. ``My question 
is, why aren't we seeing the same now?''

Coble made the comments on a radio call-in program when a listener suggested that Arabs in the United 
States be confined.

Though he didn't agree with the caller, he said the internment of Japanese-Americans was in their best 
interest.

``We were at war,'' Coble said, calling Japanese-Americans ``an endangered species.'' ``For many of these 
Japanese-Americans, it wasn't safe for them to be on the street.''

He said some Japanese-Americans ``probably were intent on doing harm to us . . . just as some of these 
Arab Americans are probably intent on doing harm to us.''

Honda, who was in a Colorado internment camp as a child, and other Democratic leaders have sharply 
criticized Coble's remarks and have called for his resignation as chairman of the Judiciary subcommittee on 
crime, terrorism and homeland security.

Under pressure, Coble last week responded: ``I regret that many Japanese- and Arab Americans found my 
choice of words offensive because that was certainly not my intent.''

Coble didn't respond to requests for an interview.

But Honda and other Japanese-American leaders said Coble's response falls short of an adequate apology.

Contact Cecilia Kang at ckang@sjmercury.com or (408) 920-5066. 
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